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Essay planner
To prepare an essay complete the planner in any order:  some people like to begin with their thesis, break it into points, then find proofs.  Other people like to look at their best proof ideas, figure out how they can group them into points, then find a thesis that encompasses those points.
	Reminder
Some stylistic choices: irony; imagery (symbolic and otherwise); alliteration; assonance; consonance; rhyme; rhythmic and disrupted rhythms; various persuasion techniques (psychological appeals, innuendo, connotative language…)

Some structural choices: prose or verse; interesting sentence structure: inverted, chiasmus, asyndeton, anaphora amphiboly; unduly long or surprisingly brief sentences... 

Some interesting narrative choices: parallels and contrasts (plot or character); allusions; repeated/patterned plot events…




Use the following model for your thesis:
   

Some choice(s)   create   some effect(s).

	Stylistic
	Structural
	Narrative (Interesting narrative pattern)
	
	Dev setting
	Dev theme
	Dev char
	Dev tone
	Dev plot

(conflict or foreshadow)


You can impress by maximizing both sides of this “formula”:  ensure that your proofs are “choices” that were not easily noticed and that your “effect” is important and/or not easily noticed.
You always want your thesis to be as focused as possible. Eventually, you’ll need to decide whether or not you’re too focused – in which case, you won’t be able to find enough proof.  If you are in that situation, back up a level (or more) until you find a level of focus that you think you can prove.  See the example below:
	Suppose you start with…………..
	Stylistic choices
	develop
	 Iago’s character
	

	You can refine the idea
	
	
	
	

	 
	Image choices
	develop
	Iago’s character
	

	You can refine further
	
	
	
	

	  
	Nature images
	develop
	Iago’s character
	

	You can still refine  
	
	
	
	

	  
	Weed images
	develop
	Iago’s character
	

	
	
	
	
	Even more refinement

	
	Weed images
	develop
	Iago’s satanic qualities
	

	 



etc
Planner
	Thesis (with text name)


	1st point in full “formulaic” sentence form (text specified)



	2nd point in full “formulaic” sentence form (transition included)



	3rd point in full “formulaic” sentence form (transition included)




	
	9 proofs/quotations, including line references
	
	What aspect of the proof will help you build/ prove your argument?

	1
	
	
	a.
 sentence structure: inverted; 
               chiasmus; asyndeton; anaphora;
               other

b.
sentence length: unusually long;
               unusually short; unusually

               varied/erratic 

c.
quality of verse: consistent 
               rhythm; disrupted rhythm;
               rhyming couplets; off rhyme;
               prose

d.
connotations of image

e.
implications of irony

f.
implications of parallel

g.
implication of aural effect:
              alliteration; consonance; stressed
              sounds; other

h.
implications of allusion
i.            specific persuasion techniques
j.
other (please specify)



	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	


