
Quotations
When you write a literary paragraph/essay you will substantiate your arguments with some combination of direct quotations and indirect references/paraphrases.

Eg. 
Iago says “O, beware, my lord, of jealousy;/It is the green-ey'd monster, which doth mock/The

 
meat it feeds on.”

Context: 
The proof needs a context (who speaks the line, when or where the line is spoken, if relevant). Do not begin sentences with the quotation itself. 

Below are 3 strategies for Direct Quotations

1 Incorporate the quotation into a sentence of your own making:

 Eg. Iago advised Othello to "beware...the green-ey’d monster" of jealousy. 

This approach is most effective because it preserves the style, and the rhythms of your

sentences.

2. Begin the sentence with Person says "...".  

Eg. Iago says “[B]eware, my lord, of  jealousy...”

I feel this is not a particularly effective way to write, but at least it provides the quotation 

with a context.  Its weakness is its list-like quality (he says, she says, he says, etc.)

3. Begin the sentence with relevant information, followed by appropriate punctuation (colon if it reads like a list, or declaration; comma if it reads as a smooth continuation). 

Eg. Iago manipulates Othello by planting fears in his mind, saying, “beware ...of jealousy;

It is the green-ey’d monster ...”

Punctuation: When you include the quotation’s period in your sentence, ensure that you don’t have 2 periods (one of your own, and one from the quotation). The period which follows the end of a quotation should be outside the quotation marks.  

Editing Note: You may want to modify the quotation (either to choose only certain parts, or if you must change it to preserve the grammatical sense of your sentence). There are some tools which enable you to do this

· Ellipsis: these are the 3 dots (...) which signify you have taken text out. If you have a few long sentences, and you wish to capture just the main idea, in brief, you can use ellipsis as follows: “jealousy ...is the green-ey’d monster...”

· Square brackets: these ( [    ] )are used when you make a change to the wording of the quotation, but need to signify you have changed it. You may need to change tenses, or add/subtract a capital letter, add punctuation etc. Iago advised Othello to "beware...@” 

II
Episodes/Indirect Quotations:

When you wish to refer to the essence of a statement, without writing the statement, either because it is too long, or because you don’t want to put too much emphasis on it, you may employ the following strategy:  Macbeth  yells at his enemies (5, 3,117-128).
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