Analyzing Text
Analyze  your text using the following six story elements.  Each category has a list of questions to help guide you in your thinking.  

Narrative technique:

· In what person is the novel written?  Does this change? If so, does the change matter? 

· Do the choices create the impression of the narrator’s tone (attitude to the subject matter)? Of narrator’s “voice” ( a personality? An attitude towards the story, or to a character)? 

a.
Consider the details the narrator has “chosen” to include and exclude from the story.  

b.
Consider also the narrator’s phrasing: is it unusually/unexpectedly positive or 
unusually/unexpectedly negative? How does the perspective affect us as readers?

· In what tense is the novel written? (Past, present, future, a mixture?)  What effect(s) are achieved?

Setting:

· How does setting (weather, place, time period, etc) contribute to your understanding of the novel?  For example, does the author use PATHETIC FALLACY? (Characteristics in nature reflecting the mood or feelings.)
· Is the setting an essential part of the novel? Why or why not? (i.e For what purpose does the author use/ change settings)

· Does the setting change? Does the same place seem to change depending on who is in it, or what is happening?

· What mood, tone or atmosphere is produced in each setting? 

Characterization:

· Are the major characters round/complex/ three-dimensional?
· How do they change and develop throughout the novel?
· Do the characters represent an archetype?
· How are you made to feel about the characters? Is this deliberate on the author’s part, or just your opinion?
· Are the minor characters flat/one-dimensional, or do they have as much depth?  If they are one-dimensional, what purpose does each serve?
· Do the minor characters help to convey part of the theme(s)?
· What kinds of parallels are drawn between characters or their relationships?
· What meanings (if any) do the names have?
Theme:

· What themes are presented in the novel? (A theme is an implicit or recurrent idea; it is stated as a sentence – eg. We must accept responsibility in the face of adversity).

· What symbols are used to strengthen these themes? (A symbol is an object that represents an attitude or idea.  A repeated pattern of association of object with character or theme will help in the development of one or the other – and is called  a “motif”).
Style:
· Does the author use irony? (Verbal –sarcasm; Dramatic- audience’s knowledge of a situation or the meaning of the comment differs from the participants understanding of it; Situational - the outcome of the situation is the opposite of what is understood.)

· Does the author use allusion? And if so, what type? (Literary, Mythological, Biblical, Historical, Topical)

· Are other literary devices are employed? (Simile, Metaphor, Personification, Hyperbole, etc.) Purpose?
· How does the author use language? Is it plain or ornate?

Structure:

· How is the novel put together? (Chapter and titles, Diagrams, Plot, Action, Time sequences, Use of fonts)
· Are interesting/unusual choices made about sentence structures (sentence length, syntax, rhythms, rhymes?)

· Does the structure affect/contribute to our understanding of one (or more)of the other 5 elements?   
