How to Begin Your Essay

	1.
If you don’t have an assigned thesis:

 Consider all of your best ideas and observations during the study of the text.  See if you have one or two (or more) connected/similar ones you like.  If those ideas are “big” (i.e. ideas that are both original and important to our understanding of the text) then they could be the basis for your thesis.   In that case, build a question for which your topic/idea becomes the answer (in brief).  That answer is your working thesis.  You may want to add to your thesis (eg. by adding the "why" or the "so why does this matter" factor).
	If you do have an assigned thesis:  

When an idea is given to you, paraphrase it.  When you do, try to say it concisely and clearly in language you totally understand.

Try this one :
“It is not true that suffering ennobles the character; happiness does that sometimes,  but suffering, for the most part, makes men petty and vindictive.”   




2.
Figure out the points you need to prove your thesis:  The basic formula for any argument, at any time (not just English essays) is “Point” then “Support”. To figure out your points, use the following process: 

Draw 3 branches one of the main words/ideas/phrases in the thesis statement. (see Eg #1).  If there is no ideal word or phrase to break into 3 branches, draw the branches off the end of the idea (see Eg #2)    What you are doing is breaking the idea up into arguments that are the same as the whole idea, but more focused. I have shaded the points.  
Eg#1.  “Prosperity is a great teacher; adversity is a greater.”  


Eg #2
“People can neither repeat the past nor leave it behind.”  [because]

Note: 
If you need more branches, you can draw them off of the three you already have (in which case you have 3 major “lines of argument” with some number of more focussed arguments in each).  Don’t start drawing branches off of some other word or phrase or it will mess up your organization!
Eg #3“People can neither repeat the past nor leave it behind.” [because]





2b.
Once you have your branches drawn, you have the basic model of your main arguments.  

Note Eg #1 above.  The 3 main arguments (before improving the formulaic style for good copy) are:

I. Prosperity is a great teacher but financial suffering is a greater teacher.

II. Prosperity is a great teacher but romantic suffering is a greater teacher
III. Prosperity is a great teacher but physical hardship is a greater teacher

3.
Figure out the support you need to prove your points, which will prove your thesis:   
Support” is proof from the text, plus explanation, in whatever quantity is necessary.  
I. Proof 


A.
is always a specific choice the author makes (a stylistic, narrative or structural choice).  You’ll want to be able to identify the strategy by name (eg. Death imagery). Therefore proof is almost always a direct quotation.  Some exceptions might be an idea or passage from a relevant research source (eg. You refer to someone’s theories about the book and topic on which you are writing) or if the event to which you wish to refer does not get expressly mentioned, so no quotation is possible.
B.
You’ll always want 3 proofs where possible (1 proof is inadequate support for almost any argument)

II. Explanation is the most academically demanding part of the argument.  It is where you force readers to interpret the text in the way you need them to, in order to convince them that your idea is correct.  Two tips:
A.
Always assume your reader does not want to believe you
B.
Always make sure your explanation is focused on, and refers specifically to one or more words from the proof.  Do not refer to the plot detail described in the proof! (We already know what happened so all you end up doing is reminding us of what we already know).
4.
Good Copy tips
I. Phrasing of topic sentence: a topic sentence tells readers what the argument(s) in the paragraph are. Readers should be able to tell what the thesis is, and what the argument is. You
can test the usefulness of your sentence by asking some random Joe-in-the-hall if he can tell what the point and the thesis are just from the topic sentence.   Think of it as a formula:  topic sentence = transition phrasing + the thesis + point.

Look at the examples in 2b.  If you gave them to some “Joe in the hall”, he’d be able to tell 
what the thesis is (Prosperity is a great teacher but various bad things are a greater 
teacher) and what the points are (1st one is financial suffering;  2nd one is romantic 
suffering;  3rd  one is physical hardship)
II.
Use Transition phrasing (refer to my web site)

III.
Use proper lead-ins to quotations (refer to my web site)

IV.
For a complete list (it is 3 pages long) refer to my web site www.mmrhs.ca.

Adversity #3


Eg. Physical hardship





Adversity #1


Eg. Financial suffering





Adversity #2


Eg. Romantic suffering





Reason #1


Eg. People are too arrogant





Reason #3


Eg. People are too unobservant





Reason #2


Eg. People are too forgetful





Reason #3


Eg. People are too unobservant





Reason #2


Eg. People are too forgetful





Reason #1


Eg. People are too arrogant





1.1 Too arrogant to take advice





1.2 Too arrogant to notice warning signs





1.3 Too arrogant to think they could be mistaken





3.1. too unobservant about world affairs





3.2. too unobservant about changes in their environment








