	Sr. take home
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Constructing meaning 20 marks
R 1.3 Demonstrating understanding of content

R 1.4 Making inferences

R 1.6 Analysing Texts (examining the relationship between choices and effects)
	Thesis does not express argument or is not evident
	 Thesis does not fulfil potential: it is not especially clear or it is “safe” or it is expository (vs. argumentative/persuasive)
	Thesis is clear & sophisticated/ important  & unique

	
	Relevance of evidence is not always clear
	Evidence is relevant but tends to be discrete, plot-based moments in the story.
	Evidence is relevant, clear and: makes occasional reference to style and structure or recognizes important connections/patterns in plot 
	Evidence indicates sophisticated understanding of “choices” (structure, style, narration) & their role in the dev. of  the “effects” (relevant literary elements)

	
	Explanations are often not clear and/or not complete
	Explanations are clear in and of themselves, but have limited connection/ relevance to thesis
	Explanations remain on topic/ on the points but are occasionally incomplete and/or do not always tie closely back to thesis
	Explanations are sophisticated,  focused on thesis throughout, and do not include off-topic or extraneous phrasing

	Developing and organizing content

10 marks

W1.2 Generate, expand, explore and focus ideas (essay process)

W 1.4 Organizing ideas


	Preparations were not sufficient.
	Some preparations are evident.  Student will want to: review lessons taught and/or seek help from teacher during process; consider arrangement of proofs and/or points; work determinedly in class during essay process
	Prep is evident : plan developed/ used; proofs arranged in optimal order; class time & teacher used; aware of lessons & task req’ts 

	
	Most topic sentences do not exhibit the features required (express link to thesis, imply point, include transition); no concluding sentences.  
	Most topic sentences express the arguments but links to thesis not consistent and/or transitions not used and/or no concluding sentences.  
	All topic sentences express the arguments with link(s) to thesis but transitions are static: (Firstly…Also…); Concluding sentences are inconsistent.
	T.S. expresses the arg(s) with distinct link(s) to thesis; T.S. have clear transitions between points (args); concluding sentences are useful

	
	Intro paragraph doesn’t express thesis & doesn’t follow format
	Introductory paragraph expresses thesis but does not follow format
	Proper introductory paragraph (opening statement engaging and relevant;  thesis is explicit; text-based arguments implied)

	Using Knowledge of Form and Style

10 marks

W 2.1 Using essay form

W 2.2 Voice (style suits purpose)

W 2.3 Diction 

W 2.4 Sentence craft and fluency

W 3.1 Spelling

W 3.2 Vocabulary

W 3.3 Punctuation

W 3.5 proofreading


	Lead ins not used
	Lead ins often not used or are formatted improperly.
	Lead ins are used but they are stilted (He says…) 
	Each support’s proof is lead into clearly. Most or all are embedded.

	
	Improper format & sources are not properly cited
	Improper format or sources not cited
	Proper format (pagination, spacing, title, font); sources cited internally but improper work cited
	Proper format including proper citation in body of essay and a proper ‘Works Cited’ page

	
	Diction is ineffective: level; tone; accuracy; concision;  verb tenses inconsistent;   verbs & pronouns do not agree; pt of view inconsistent
	Diction is generally clear but issues with: level, tone, accuracy, concision, verb tenses, verb/pronoun agreement, pt of view 
	Diction is generally effective but consider: level, tone, accuracy, concision,  verb tenses;   verb/pronoun agreement, pt of view 
	Diction is effective: (level, tone, accuracy, concision);  present tense,   verbs & pronouns agree; pt of view is consistent

	
	Syntax is often repetitive and/or incorrect. Repeated use of floating “this”
	Syntax is correct/ appropriate; some rep; floating ‘This’” seldom used
	Syntax is appropriate, & varied and engaging

	
	Mechanics are sound: Contractions not used; punctuation is correct (CS, NS, FS, Run-on), careful, purposeful revision is evident (editing guide is followed) & typographical & spelling errors are avoided.  

Note: Must be ≤ 3 spelling and/or typos per page

	Reflection
10 marks

 4.1 Consider strengths & weaknesses of skills & strategies
	Student does not have insight into the specific strengths & weaknesses of his/her skills & strategies
	Student recognizes some strengths & weaknesses.
	Student makes a series of insights into strengths and weaknesses; student has a realistic plan for continued development 


