ESSAY - The Introductory Paragraph
Every essay needs an introductory paragraph, and a concluding paragraph.  While there are some rules, good introductions tend to be more creative.  Below you will find a list of rules, and a list of advised strategies.

Rules
1.  The first sentence must capture reader

      interest.

2.  The first sentence of the introduction

     must not refer to the text, or the author.

3.  The last sentence of the introduction

     must be the thesis statement

4.  In between these sentences you need to 

     state the title and author of the text, 

     provide a little bit of context (what the

     text is generally about as it pertains to

     your thesis), and provide a “map” for

     your reader.  This means that you 

     identify the key terms from your
     “lines of argument” or topic sentence

       ideas.

5. The concluding paragraph is the  

   opposite:
  (it moves from the specific to the general). 

    The thesis, therefore, should be the first

    sentence of the paragraph.

6.  For a 800-1200 word essay, your

     introductory paragraph should be

     about 100-150 words or 5-7 sentences.

      Strategies
1. Identify the key words in your thesis statement, and

   choose one of them to make the focus of your opening

   remarks

2. To make the first sentence interesting, use one of

    the strategies below:

 - Quotation - Refer to a famous writer, or thinker, or remark which is directly relevant to your thesis.  This has several advantages: A) by reading a series of quotations about one aspect of your thesis, you might get one or more good ideas which will affect your understanding of the concept (after all, famous quotations are usually famous precisely because they do have something insightful to say). B) by beginning with a quotation, you establish an academic tone for the paper. C) by beginning with a quotation, you get over the Ahump@ of beginning the paper, and can work with the idea expressed in the quotation.

-Interesting Image – make the reader picture something, with either literal description, or a metaphor (not cliché).  This causes the reader to become mentally engaged. The idea is to sketch something vivid and interesting to cause the reader to form a mental picture about the topic.
- Direct Statement - Start the essay with a short, dramatic remark which has an impact on the reader, and which makes him, or her think.  In other words, try to create your own famous quotation. Be controversial or evoke emotion to draw your reader into the argument.

-Popular Reference – open with a reference to a current news item, popular figure, well-known idea or situation which you feel parallels your thesis.  This way you can lead your reader from what they can already picture, or from what they already know to your thesis.
- Rhetorical Question - Start with a question that stimulates thought without requiring an answer.  This strategy has the advantage of being easy to employ, but it is rarely effective. 
3. After the first sentence, give yourself 2 or 3 sentences to work

    with the quotation - to comment upon it and steer it toward

    the second of the key ideas expressed in your thesis statement.  

4. After you have finished working with your quotation, decide

    which of your thesis key words to work with next.  This is

    often the place where you can introduce the author and the title

    of the text. 

5. Continue to add the ideas from your thesis statement one at a

    time until you have added them all.  As you add each idea,
    give yourself two or three sentences to work with so the

    introduction moves smoothly from one idea to the next. 

    .  

