Theme Generating Strategies
Remember, theme is a statement about an important topic.  It is the underlying idea behind the story- often a lesson or moral that is learned at the end of the story.  Themes can never be expressed as one word.  

There are a few ways to come up with theme ideas.  Consider the following strategies:

1. A.
Pick a topic word that you hope to make the basis of your theme (eg. Love, 

family, death, hope, challenge, growth, etc.).  

B.  Express as many opinions about that word as you can, without worrying about whether the  ideas do or do not fit the text.

C.  When you have your list of potential themes, judge each one first by deciding whether it does or does not feel true in your life.  After all, a theme is supposed to be a statement about life so if it doesn’t apply to you, it probably won’t apply that well to a text.  Also, you know your own life much better than you know the text, so it’s quicker and easier to decide if it is a decent theme by applying it to your life.

2. A.
Make random analogies Eg. Lord of the Flies is like: a pair of scissors; a
 
baseball; a wheel barrow…
B.   See if you can decide why the analogy makes sense.  The book is like a pair
 
of scissors: each  reminds us that we need to take care because danger is
 
inherent in both…theme idea: the text suggests that danger is inherent (or
 
that people are inherently dangerous); the book is like a pair of scissors:
 
separated, the blades have potential but are essentially useless; when

 
united, they become useful but dangerous…theme: while unity might
 
produce advantages, it can just as easily become dangerous.   

3. Use the internet!  Do a Google search for “great quotes about ___[topic word]__”.  See if any of the important (and famous) ideas feels like it fits the text.  After all, one of the reasons the quotations are famous is because they do represent important insights about the topic.






















